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landlords. The majority collect their rent through
agents.
Landlords of big estates establish their own rent-
collecting bureaux and petty landlords pool their
claims with them. The bureau is called Chii. The
tenants do not know and do not care who is their
landlord, and know only to which bureau they belong.
Names of the tenants and the amount of land held
by each are kept in the bureau records. At the end of
October, the bureau will inform each tenant of the
amount of rent that should be paid that year. The
information is forwarded by special agents. These
agents are employed by the bureau and have been
entrusted with police power by the district government.
The bureau is thus in fact a semi-political organ.
Before deciding the amount of rent to be collected
the landlords will hold a meeting in their union to
decide what exemptions are to be made on account of
flood or drought and also to decide the rate of exchange
for converting rice rent to money. (The rent is regu-
lated in terms of quantity of rice but payment is made
in money.) The rate of exchange is not the market
one, but is arbitrarily determined by the union of
landlords. The peasants must sell their rice in order
to get money for the payment of rent, and at the time
when this is due the market price is usually low.
Thus the combination of rent in kind and rent in
money considerably increases the burden of the rent
payer.
Nine grades are made in rent for different qualities
of land. The average is about eight pints (2-4 bushels)
of rice per mow. This amounts to 40 per cent, of the
total rice produce of the land.
In the village, rent is paid into the hands of agents

